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What is the Maltese 
Constitution?

• The Constitution is Malta’s highest legal framework

• It protects rights and sets out how power is exercised

• It defines the structure of the state

It’s more than a legal text
It reflects how Maltese society is organized and governed.



From Subjects to Citizens
The Road to Maturity

British colonial legacy – Malta was governed 
by an external power, with limited control over 
its own decisions

Independence movement – growing demand 
for self-governance and national control

Transition to republic – Malta establishes its 
own head of state and full political identity

European integration – alignment with wider 
democratic values and legal standards

Social and political reforms over time –
continuous changes to reflect modern rights, 
governance, and society

how political, social, and legal changes 
gradually gave Maltese people more 
rights, representation, and control over 
their country.



Key Stages of Development
• 1964 Independence: The Birth of Sovereignty

Transitioning from British colonial legacy to an independent state

• 1974 Republic: Defining Our Own Identity

Moving beyond the British Monarchy to establish a self-determined Republic 

• 2004 EU Accession: Modernization & Global Standards

Integrating into the European framework to align Maltese laws with international 

democratic norms



How the Constitution Works

Courts – interpret the law 
and ensure justice is 
applied fairly

These institutions do not work in isolation; they check and balance each other to protect democracy.

Parliament – makes laws and 
represents the will of the 
people

President – formally 
approves laws and 
safeguards the Constitution

Myriam Spiteri Debono Parliament House in Valletta, Malta Courthouse in Valletta, Malta



Recent news reports highlight constitutional reforms in 
Malta’s judiciary 

Example 1: Judicial Reform and Constitutional 
Change

Times of Malta (2025) Government clears way for judicial standards constitutional reform. Available at: https://timesofmalta.com/article/government-clears-way-judicial-standards-constitutional-reform.1111654 
(Accessed: 16 April 2026).



A new office, the Commissioner for Standards of the 
Judiciary, was introduced 

Times of Malta (2025) Parliament controversially approves constitutional amendments. Available at: https://timesofmalta.com/article/parliament-controversially-approves-constitutional-amendments.1111919 
(Accessed: 16 April 2026).

Example 1: Judicial Reform and Constitutional 
Change

What happened?



This reform aimed to improve transparency and 
accountability 

Example 1: Judicial Reform and Constitutional 
Change

Why it happened?



It shows how public pressure and governance issues 
can lead to constitutional change 

Example 1: Judicial Reform and Constitutional 
Change

Constitutional impact



News reports show disagreement between government 
and opposition on constitutional changes 

Example 2: Parliamentary Debate on 
Constitutional Reform

Times of Malta (2025) Opposition votes on constitutional amendments bill. Available at: https://timesofmalta.com/article/opposition-votes-constitutional-amendments-bill.1110491 (Accessed: 16 April 2026).

Overview



Some reforms required a two-thirds majority but 
failed to pass 

TVM News (2025) Parliament debates controversial judicial reforms. Available at: https://tvmnews.mt/en/news/parliament-debates-controversial-judicial-reforms/ (Accessed: 16 April 2026).

Example 2: Parliamentary Debate on 
Constitutional Reform

Political disagreement 



Some reforms required a two-thirds majority but 
failed to pass 

ConstitutionNet (2025) Maltese government advances narrow reform while broader constitutional package collapses. Available at: https://constitutionnet.org/news/voices/maltese-government-advances-narrow-reform-
while-broader-constitutional-package-collapses (Accessed: 16 April 2026).

Example 2: Parliamentary Debate on 
Constitutional Reform

Failed reforms



This shows that constitutional change depends 
on political agreement

Parliament of Malta (2025) Bill 134: Constitution of Malta (Amendment) Bill. Available at: https://parlament.mt/14th-leg/bills/bill-134-constitution-of-malta-amendment-bill/ (Accessed: 16 April 2026).

Example 2: Parliamentary Debate on 
Constitutional Reform

Constitutional limitation



Recent news reports highlight disputes over 
appointing the Chief Justice 

Example 3: Constitutional Issues in Judicial 
Appointments

MaltaToday (2025) Jonathan Attard suggests anti-deadlock mechanism for Chief Justice vacancy if no agreement is reached. Available at: 
https://www.maltatoday.com.mt/news/xtra/140008/jonathan_attard_suggests_antideadlock_mechanism_for_chief_justice_vacancy_if_no_agreement_is_reached (Accessed: 16 April 2026).

Overview



The Constitution requires political consensus for 
such appointments

Example 3: Constitutional Issues in Judicial 
Appointments

The Malta Independent (2026) Bill introducing anti-deadlock mechanism for Chief Justice appointment tabled in Parliament. Available at: https://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2026-03-02/local-news/Bill-
introducing-anti-deadlock-mechanism-for-Chief-Justice-appointment-tabled-in-Parliament-6736287661 (Accessed: 16 April 2026).

Constitutional requirement



Disagreements caused delays and tensions 

Example 3: Constitutional Issues in Judicial 
Appointments

Aditus Foundation (2025) Chief Justice press statement. Available at: https://aditus.org.mt/chief-justice-press-statement/ (Accessed: 16 April 2026).

Political deadlock



This shows how constitutional rules affect real 
political situations 

Example 3: Constitutional Issues in Judicial 
Appointments

The Malta Independent (2026) TMIS Editorial: The Chief Justice deadlock and the cost of political pride. Available at: https://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2026-03-01/newspaper-leader/TMIS-Editorial-The-Chief-
Justice-deadlock-and-the-cost-of-political-pride-6736287623 (Accessed: 16 April 2026).

Real-world impact



The Journalistic Watchdog

• Journalists play an important role in monitoring how the Constitution is applied in practice

• By reporting on Parliamentary debates and Court rulings, we transform 'dry law' into 'public 
awareness’

• Our role: Ensuring the Constitution remains a 'Living Document' through scrutiny

• These examples were researched using Times of Malta archives, MaltaToday, The Malta 
Independent, and Parliamentary Bill 134 documents



• The Maltese Constitution is shaped by Malta’s history and political development

• It sets out the structure, powers, and principles of the state

• Recent examples show how it operates in real political and legal situations

• Any constitutional change requires formal legal and political processes

• It remains a key foundation of democracy in Malta

Conclusion


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: The Journalistic Watchdog
	Slide 19

